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YOU KNOW HOW YOU CAN 
TELL A PERSON WAS 

KILLED BY A SIRENA?
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THEY DIE -
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- STANDING UP.SAMPLE
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DID THAT SHOCK 
YOU?

OH.

WELL, DO YOU KNOW 
THAT SIRENA DON’T 
REMAIN IN WATER?

IT’S TRUE. THEY 
CAN LEAVE THE 

RIVER. 

FORM LEGS.
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HAHA.

IT’S TRUE.
I DON’T SMELL LIKE 

FISH, DO I?

BUT THEY SMELL 
LIKE FISH.

VISIT THE MARKETPLACE 
AND BUY GOODS LIKE AN 

ORDINARY PERSON.
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I’M JUST EARLY  
I GUESS. HOW’S 

YOUR COMPUTER?

AM I LATE OR ARE 
YOU JUST EARLY?

HEY. SHIT.

HOW ARE YOU 
FEELING?

I’M FINE.

FUCK MY 
COMPUTER. 

THERE YOU ARE.
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COME ON. LET’S GET 
OUT OF HERE BEFORE 

WE GET MUGGED.

WON’T THAT BE THE 
CHERRY ON TOP. 

YOU KNOW, YOU
LOOK YOUNGER THAN I 

THOUGHT. IS YOUR NAME 
REALLY IGNACIO? 

DO YOUR FRIENDS 
CALL YOU ‘NASH’ OR 

SOMETHING? 

OH GOD.  
DON’T EVEN THINK 
OF CALLING ME 

THAT.
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HAHA.

THANKS FOR 
HELPING ME OUT, 

BY THE WAY.
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- IN THE NEST OF 
GRAY VEINS IS A 
WHITE SPHERE, 
LIT UP ON THE 
X-RAY PRINT  

LIKE A -

WITHIN 48 HOURS, 
THIS SPHERE - A BUD 

- WILL GROW 
LARGER, SLOWLY 

UNFOLDING...

...UNTIL IT 
BLOSSOMS INTO A 

FLOWER THAT BURSTS 
THROUGH TISSUE AND 

EPIDERMIS.

THIS HOSPITAL,  
SAN NICOLAS MEDICAL, 

HAS A GROWING 
COLLECTION OF ROSE 
BLOOMS, PRESERVED 

IN GLYCERIN. 

THEY CALL THIS  
DISEASE ROSE, ONE  
OF THE SO-CALLED 

SPONTANEOUS DISEASES 
PLAGUING THE CITY.

NO TWO FLOWERS  
LOOK THE SAME. ONE, 

STRIKINGLY BEAUTIFUL, 
RESEMBLES A 

CHRYSANTHEMUM.
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SURVIVAL FROM  
ROSE DEPENDS ON 

WHERE THE BUD 
APPEARS, AND HOW 

SOON IT IS  
DETECTED. 

IF DETECTED  
BEFORE THE ROOTS 

APPEAR, THE BUD CAN 
BE REMOVED VIA 

SURGERY OR RADIATION 
THERAPY. 

ONCE THE ROOTS 
APPEAR, NO AMOUNT 
OF RADIATION WILL 

STOP THE 
BLOSSOMING.

THE FOCUS  
WILL BE ON  

ROUND-THE-CLOCK 
MONITORING AND, 
AFTER THE FLOWER 

APPEARS, PAIN 
MANAGEMENT.

AH, KID. WHY BOTHER 
WATCHING THIS 

DEPRESSING DRIVEL?

MOST CASES  
SADLY END UP IN 
HOSPICES AND 

PALLIATIVE CARE,  
OR IN VOLUNTARY 

EUTHANASIA.

I THOUGHT  
THEY HAD 

SOMETHING 
NEW TO SAY.

YOU WANT 
TO SEE IT?

ROSE #457 – PATIENT Z.  
11 YO, F, BRAIN
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AH, KID.

SAMPLE



27

I’M SO 
SORRY.
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